
 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Catherine McKenney – Mayoral Candidate  

 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
C.M.: Yes. As a city councillor I pushed to have the province change the signage rules that were 
restricting speed cameras from the central core. Now that they are allowed, I have asked for the 
program to be expanded to include more streets across the city and to implement mobile units, 
which the city is not currently using. 
 
The biggest limit on how quickly we can grow this program is that the tickets are administered 
from Toronto. I would study whether Ottawa can bring this service in-house so we have 
complete control over it. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
C.M.: Yes. During the pandemic, I spearheaded projects to expand spaces for cyclists and 
pedestrians and to reduce vehicle traffic on several streets. I also worked with the National 
Capital Commission to make several parkways into active transportation corridors. In June 2019, 
I moved a motion at Council to introduce Vision Zero requirements on all new street 
developments and street rehabilitation projects. I have also worked to reduce speeds on every 
residential street in my ward. As Mayor, I will remain committed to a Vision Zero policy and to 
reduced speeds in residential areas throughout the city. 
 
I believe strongly that the number of injuries and deaths due to traffic in Ottawa is due to unsafe 
design, a lack of separated infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists, and high vehicle speeds, 
among other factors. Other cities have begun bringing these factors under control and we can 
and must do the same. 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
C.M.: Yes. With reduced speed limits, automated enforcement, and other actions we can protect 
our kids with the implementation of a School Street safety program everywhere in Ottawa. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
C.M.: Reducing private vehicle use is one of the most effective ways we can combat climate 
change in Ottawa. Shifting travel modes to public transit, walking, and cycling is not only better 
for our planet, it's healthier, less expensive for families, and will reduce the cost of infrastructure 
maintenance for all taxpayers. It's a win-win-win solution. That's why it's so important that we 
invest in safe, separated infrastructure to encourage active transportation everywhere. 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Mike Maguire – Mayoral Candidate  
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
  
Yes, as long as they continue to be effective.  
  
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
  
Sorry, I can't say I do/don't support Vision Zero as there aren't enough details. I'm an avid cyclist 
and am mystified why Ottawa continues to place cyclists and motorists in the same physical 
space. I would address that asap. As for ending traffic fatalities - that's an honourable goal but 
without something more concrete I can't say more. One of the centerpieces of my campaign is 
to fix transit by restoring many of the OC Transpo routes that were foolishly closed as well as 
introducing more LRT options. I believe this will reduce overall vehicle traffic which will surely 
have a beneficial effect on overall safety. 
  
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
  
Sorry again, I can't say I support anything without seeing a budget, a cost/benefit analysis, 
community consultation and, a concrete proposal. 
   
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
  
My commitment to the residents of Ottawa is to make the City as safe as is practical, to offer 
better transit options at an affordable price, to encourage smart development that places 
schools close to housing to maximize foot traffic and, to lead a practical City Council that weighs 
the costs and benefits of City initiatives so Ottawa residents can live their best lives.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Brandon Bay – Mayoral Candidate  
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes. The city should be leveraging technology as much as possible to improve our services, our 
residents' lives, and our city's safety. Automated Speed Enforcement is proven, effective, and 
affordable, and it is difficult to imagine a more important place to enforce strict speed limits 
than a school zone. As an added benefit, utilizing technology like ASE systems and red light 
cameras allows police officers to focus on policing. We should be implementing this technology 
city-wide, as soon as possible, and working hard to reduce the rate of false positives. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes. The linked Vision Zero platform calls for very sensible changes, and we can do even more 
than that. Eliminating slip lanes, creating more car-free streets, and building complete 
communities that residents don't have to leave will all help Ottawa to become a safer and more 
vibrant city for everyone. 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
Yes. Car-free streets, including School Streets, are the safest. I support the pilot and hope to see 
it succeed. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
Working together, we can build a great city full of safe and thriving communities. Using active 
transportation sends a message to city hall that there is an appetite for it, pushing them to build 
better infrastructure, and it keeps your own car off the road. Plus, it's good for your health and 
the environment, and it's just plain fun! 
 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Graham MacDonald – Mayoral Candidate  
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes, I do support Automated Speed Enforcement in and around schools and adjoining 
neighborhoods where issues are brought forward. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
As someone who has personally attended to many deaths regarding traffic fatalities, I can 
honestly say that we must do better as a city immediately. I would support the city of Ottawa 
making a commitment to a Vision Zero and I would endorse a clear path to reach that goal.  
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
I would support a pilot for a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, with more and more 
parents choosing to drive their own children to school it is appropriate to examine the elevated 
risks. Traffic measures around most schools are currently not designed to handle the amount of 
traffic descending into these neighborhoods. 
 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
I encourage everyone to be more active in their everyday lives, biking or walking to school or 
work not only helps the planet but it helps your body and mind too!  



 
 

 
School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Param Singh – Mayoral Candidate  
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
  
 P.S: I agree with the adoption of the Automated Speed Enforcement program in Ottawa’s 
school zones.  The data collected showed a significant increase in compliance and a decrease in 
speed.  Any new tool(s) which can protect road users (drivers, pedestrians, cyclists etc…) should 
be examined and implemented (if feasible) to ensure the safety of all by encouraging drivers to 
slow down and obey the speed limit. 
  
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
  
 P.S.: A strategy to eliminate traffic fatalities and/or severe injuries, while increasing safety, 
health and equitable mobility for all is a necessity. To achieve Vision Zero, we must create a 
comprehensive action plan that will help reduce traffic related fatalities and serious injuries by 
prioritizing the safety of all users (or citizens). Since accidents are preventable, working together 
to create a safer environment on highways, city roads, cyclist/pedestrian pathways and all other 
means of transportation is a must for all citizens using these city/provincially maintained 
infrastructure to travel. Let’s work together towards a “Vision Zero” city. 
  
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
  
 P.S.: Like any other pilot project, we have a duty to assess the viability of such a pilot project 
before implementing it city wide. While I do agree with the Ottawa Transportation Master Plan 
Policy Action 11-2A in considering a “School Street” pilot in one or more locations where safety 
is of concern, we must consider the sustainability and funding associated with it in both the 
short and long terms. 
  
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
  

P.S.: It’s no secret we all lead busy lives, while some have the luxury of city transportation or 
yellow bus services, others don’t have an option but to use their personal vehicles for either 
morning drop off or after school pick up. Traffic congestion and safety has always been an issue 
– not just for parents, but for other commuters on the roadways. It is therefore essential to 
encourage parents/guardians and students alike to use alternate means of transportation (eg: 
walking, biking or carpooling etc.) when travelling to and from schools. For those who have no 
other alternative but to use their vehicles, I would implore them to either: 

1.      Park further away from the school loading areas and walk to pick up or drop off 
their children; or 

  
2.      Alternately the schools can provide a drop-off/pick-up area to accommodate 
parents and guardians that would not burden our roadways and promote safety. 
Finding a viable, safe and sustainable solution to reduce the burden on our roadways 
and promote safety of our children is paramount concern and one that everyone is 
willing to support. 

 



 
 

Finding a viable, safe and sustainable solution to reduce the burden on our roadways and 
promote safety of our children is paramount concern and one that everyone is willing to 
support. 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Bernard Couchman – Mayoral Candidate  
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
B.C. No. Not interested in this. Too many false positive so far. 
 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
B.C. “I am a avid cyclists. I currently bike on the side walk because we have had way to many 
fatalities. I BIKE FROM CRYSTAL BEACH TO DOWNTOWN EVERYDAY. I'm committed to turning 
1/2 of our current infrastructure in to bike and active roadways. That means we will be able to 
ride from Kanata to Orleans on bike with out interference or interactions with automobiles. This 
way is a 100% safe.” 
 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
B.C. “YES...!!” 

 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
B.C. “I am encouraging you to be alert on the streets not everyone  
sees the future like we do. It's still dangerous out there protect your self at all times. Don't 
assume people will stop for you always protect yourself. Ride smart till we have the 
infrastructure to keep you safe out there. OK...” 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Matt Luloff – Councilor Candidate Ward 1 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
M.L.: “Yes. I have been lucky to have had two automated speed enforcement cameras installed 
in my ward this term. I have seen how effective they are at reducing speeds in school zones, and 
I fully support using the revenue generated by the program to expand it to all school zones. It is 
a question of safety, and I have been very impressed with the effectiveness of the program. 
These investments save money on policing costs, and force people to be mindful of their 
activities while on the road.” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
M.L: “Protected active transportation corridors must remain a priority when building new 
streets and renewing existing infrastructure. While working on the Orléans Economic Corridor 
study, I advocated for a complete streets model for St. Joseph Boulevard, and this will be 
reflected in the final report and design. I have also worked very hard to improve existing 
pathway infrastructure throughout the ward and have been a constant champion for improving 
active transportation corridors. My commitment to this work is unwavering and I will continue 
to advocate for these important investments if re-elected in 2022.” 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
M.L. “I will need to learn more about how this policy works in practice, especially in the context 
of schools in my ward, given that some offer International Baccalaureate programs that attract 
students from outside the neighbourhood. I have serious concerns about the amount of 
vehicular traffic at quite a few of my schools at both pick up and drop off times, and would 
certainly consider any measures to ameliorate the situation.”  
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
M.L. “We lead very busy lives, and while I understand why some families choose to use their 
personal vehicles for school pick up and drop off, the congestion, environmental and safety 
issues posed by these kind of activities is unsustainable. Physical exercise in the morning can 
give you a major mental boost throughout the day. If you require the use of your personal 
vehicle because you live outside of a school bus catchment area, parking away from the school 
and walking a few blocks makes a big difference. I am committed to continuing the hard work of 
renewing our pathway infrastructure to give safe, sustainable options to get to and from 
school.” 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Tessa Franklin – Councilor Candidate Ward 1 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
“I strongly support expanding our automated speed enforcement. We know that ASE is effective 
and the use of ASE in areas around daycares and schools is an amazing tool we have to keep 
families safe and ensure drivers are respecting the rules of the road. Orléans East-Cumberland is 
an area where it is difficult to get around using public and active transit making this even more 
important for the safety of our community.” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
 “I'm a strong supporter of vision zero. To put it simply, a 20% reduction is not enough. I've 
spoken to many neighbours who want to use public and active transportation but can't due to 
poor service and safety concerns. Improving safety for public and active transit users is an 
important step toward better accessibility, equity and climate action in Ottawa. By lowering 
speed limits, improving active transit infrastructure and improving other forms of traffic calming 
we can work together in our communities and at city hall to keep residents safe.” 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
 “Yes, providing these pilots city-wide with adequate funding is essential to improving safety in 
our communities. Our kids deserve an active way to get to school and parents deserve to know 
their kids are safe. It's important that we include neighbours and community groups in the 
project to ensure it is successful and meets the diverse needs of the community.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
 “We know that active transportation is good for all of us. It has benefits for our physical and 
mental health as well as building independence and resilience in our kids. In addition to this, 
studies have shown walking and biking to school can even improve concentration and success at 
school. Our lives are busy but carving out time for things like this when we can benefits our kids, 
the community and the climate. Our kids deserve safe, active transit and it's important we work 
together at city hall and as a community to provide that for them.” 
 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Rosemee Cantave –Councilor Candidate Ward 1 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Many ASE have been added in Ward 1 over the last few years. It is reassuring to see drivers slow 
down when they are getting near them. This confirms that adding more in the daycare and 
school areas will increase safety. Also, having those tools reduces the need for police physical 
presence which can be redistributed elsewhere. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
I will strongly support the City of Ottawa in their commitment to VisionZero. By making our 
roads safer, it will increase the number of citizens using active transportation. This will have a 
positive impact on their physical and mental health and at the same time on the environment by 
decreasing the number of cars we have on the road. Let's work on making our roads safer and 
let's encourage the population to use active transportation.  

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
I will support the pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa. Having this program in 
place, safety in school zones would increase tremendously. As a parent myself, nothing is more 
reassuring than knowing that your child will get to and from school safely.  
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
I strongly encourage students and parents to use transport modes that are active and safe as 
much as possible. It is not only good for their physical and mental health but also for the 
environment. Our kids would arrive at school already disposed and eager to learn. While on the 
road, we need to remain vigilant and careful, always wear a helmet and use hand signals to 
inform drivers of our turns. 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from David Hill – Councilor Candidate Ward 3 
Barrhaven West 
 
Question 1:  Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa has proven effective at protecting 
vulnerable road users – especially near daycares and schools. Will you support wider adoption of 
Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa school zones?   
 
D.H. “Yes with further consultation with city staff.” 
 
Question 2:  Presently Ottawa has committed to reduce traffic injuries and deaths 20% by 2024, 
however to incentivize safe active transportation we think Ottawa must do better. Will you 
support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along with a clear path on 
how to achieve it? 
 
D.H. “This is a complex issue that impacts on more than just traffic safety.  Ottawa needs to do 
better to be a safe city for drivers, pedestrians, cyclists and especially in zones where more 
vulnerable populations are at risk.” 
 
Question 3: School Streets are stated as Action 11-2A in Ottawa’s draft Transportation 
Management Plan as an option to encourage healthy and active travel. Will you support a pilot 
of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with any funding required for 
implementation? 
 
D.H. “I would need to further discuss the implications of this type of policy with city staff.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
D.H. “Be safe and be courteous.” 
  



 
 

 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Taayo Simmonds – Councilor Candidate Ward 3 
Barrhaven West 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
T.S. “Yes, I support wider adoption of ASE in school zones. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
T.S. “Yes, I support the City’s policy aim to eliminate traffic fatalities and welcome further 
information on how to achieve this goal.” 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
T.S. “I would consider a School Street program after extensive community consultation and 
further information on its anticipated effects within the neighbourhood.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
T.S. “It’s important that we’re able to safely travel within our community using active travel 
modes.   
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Jay Chadha– Councilor Candidate Ward 3 
Barrhaven West 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes, I will support wider adaptation of Automated speed enforcement in Ottawa school zones. I 
believe the use of automated speed enforcement has resulted in very positive results. I am in 
favor of increasing our speed enforcement to include mobile units so that we can rotate them 
through more intersections within our city. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes, I think we need to do more to reduce traffic injuries and death in Ottawa. We need to be 
work with our community partners, local police, and residents to reduce injuries. If elected, I will 
work with our city staff to engage in a meaningful and result oriented discussions to reduce 
injuries on our roads. 
 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
Yes, I would support a pilot in Ward 3 and work with city staff, parents, and community partners 
to engage in consultation process. I would also like to see partnership with other levels of 
governments to find funding source for capital investment. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
We all need to do our part to encourage use of sustainable and safe travel modes. Our 
community design needs to align with our 15 minutes neighborhood vision. Transit user’s travel 
patterns have changes and OC Transpo need to focus on more localized routes to encourage use 
of public transit. 
  



 
 

 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Greg Patacairk – Councilor Candidate Ward 5 
Barrhaven West 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
My approach would be to use speed display devices vs. automated speed enforcement to 
encourage traffic calming measures.  If metrics are not met with regards to the amount of 
traffic calming required then street redesign, and/or other traffic calming measures should be 
applied. Next, if results do not improve, increased policing could be applied.   Automated Speed 
Enforcement should be a last measure in problematic areas that do not show improvement from 
other calming mechanisms. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
I will support higher safety standards for city infrastructures and changes in downtown and 
more congested wards where it can save lives. 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
  
There needs to be criteria for which running these programs apply or do not apply based on 
density and transportation forms used at each school.  Some schools like West Carleton SS 
almost 100% of students come in by car and bus.  So obviously that would not make 
sense.  More work needs to be done to identify the criteria on which these programs are run. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
 Active living is good living.  My job as a councillor would be to provide as safe an infrastructure 
as we can provide where density and common sense are understood and the correct measures 
are applied.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Cathy Curry–Councilor Candidate Ward 4 
Kanata North 
 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
“yes!” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
“yes!” 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
“yes!” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
“I love what you are trying to do here. As you might know from my work as a school council 
chair, as school board Trustee for Kanata (OCDSB) and as Chair of the OCDSB, school traffic 
zones have plagued us for years. Walking school buses, bicycle rodeos, healthy/active living 
initiatives in our schools and with parents have all been efforts to get more students walking 
and cycling to school. I have worked with police, principals, residents, community 
associations....as a teacher myself with students to look at better neighbourhood design, better 
bus routes, better drop off zones...the list goes on. I sit on the CHEO board and we look at 
initiatives to promote active living with children and families. I used to chair the Ontario Center 
of Excellence for Child and Youth Mental Health Strategic Advisory Council. I know how much 
activity is related to healthy mental health. I could go on and on with my background as 
evidence of support; however, my main message is that I wholeheartedly support your initiative. 
And, if I am elected, I would love to work with you further. You can list this answer as the 
answer to number 4. As for 1, 2, and 3...a resounding yes! 
 
Cathy” 
  



 
 

 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Glen Gower – Councilor Candidate Ward 6 
Stitsville  
 
 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes. We have one location in Stittsville where ASE has been implemented and another coming 
soon. I would like to see a change in where the money from fines is directed. Instead of going to 
city-wide traffic safety issues, I would like to see a portion of the money used to make local 
design changes to roads in school zones to improve pedestrian and cycling safety, and slow 
down traffic naturally – rather than relying on permanent speed cameras. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
We need a greater focus on pedestrian and cyclist safety in Ottawa. It's the number one concern 
that we hear about from residents. No matter what we call it - Vision Zero, Safe Streets, 
Towards Zero, Complete Streets, or anything else - the City needs to invest more funds to 
improve sidewalks and pathways in our community, and discourage speeding and dangerous 
driving. 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
I would love to work with local school staff and parent councils to pilot a program in Stittsville. 
 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
 
Walking and cycling to school has so many benefits for kids and parents: It's good for physical, 
mental, and social health. It reduces traffic around schools, reduces greenhouse gas emissions, 
and helps create a more connected community. So many benefits from such a simple change of 
routine! 
 
 
One last thought: 
I recognize that too many students in Stittsville don't have an option to walk to school. With four 
new schools being built in our community, more and more students will be within walking 
distance and I hope there will be fewer buses and cars accessing schools in the coming years. 
 
 
-GG. 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Tanya Hein – Councilor Candidate Ward 6 
Stitsville  
 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes, I support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa school zones (and 
beyond, when that’s an option). We have road designs that invite speeding and many drivers 
who don’t adhere to posted speed limits or show care for vulnerable road users. ASE gets their 
attention and has a significant impact on reducing speeding—I’ve seen it in action as I’ve been 
observing driver behaviour around Stittsville’s ASE. The difference in speed as drivers approach 
the speed camera  is tremendous. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes. I applaud the Vision Zero approach to road and traffic safety and will happily support 
municipal measures aimed at reducing injuries and deaths. The exciting part is that this can be 
tackled from so many fronts: policy, education, smart design, and investment in pedestrian and 
cycling facilities and maintenance, speed- or other dangerous driving-reduction measures, 
creative ideas like walking school buses, etc.—often at nominal cost, and to everyone’s benefit. 
 
Road fatalities in Stittsville are thankfully low, but we still feel the impact of those deaths and 
injuries, damage to property and the burden to emergency services and the health care system 
when incidents do occur. Feeling unsafe on our roadways is also a significant barrier to active 
transportation. Stittsville Main Street is a great example: rare fatalities, occasional injuries or 
property damage, but a tremendous hesitancy to walk or cycle along the street due to lack of 
safe infrastructure. We can do better. 
 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
Yes, I would encourage a city-wide pilot School Streets Program, along with funding for its 
implementation. I can think of several school sites in Stittsville that would be great pilot 
candidates, and, having served on school council for many years as both co-chair and parent 
rep, I think families would be receptive to the idea of a safer and less chaotic drop off/pick up 
scenario.  
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
Not every student can reasonably shift to walking, rolling, or cycling to school, but for many 
families, it just takes a bit of reframing to see all the benefits: built-in exercise, fresh air, enviro-
friendly, no parking headaches—and with the right infrastructure and support—a calmer and 
safer experience for everyone. 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Kevin Hua – Councilor Candidate Ward 6 
Stittsville  
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes, there has been growing concern in our community regarding the prevalence of speeding 
along residential roads and general road safety for vulnerable road users, particularly kids. With 
the numerous schools located in Stittsville and many others under construction including the 
new public high school, it is vital that we ensure to provide a safe environment that our kids and 
students deserve. We already have automated speed enforcement (ASE) set up near Abbott 
Street and Shea Road for Sacred Heart Catholic High School and I support expanding ASE to our 
other school zones as part of the strategy to achieve this paired with traffic calming designs and 
measures to also actively reduce occurrences of speeding and create a safe 
environment conducive for active transport. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes, I absolutely support committing to a Vision Zero. For too long our roads, infrastructure, and 
communities have been predominantly designed and prioritised for cars that the safety and 
needs of cyclists, pedestrians, and other vulnerable road users are relegated as secondary 
concerns. We must do everything we can to reduce traffic accidents and fatalities, this means 
building protected cycling lanes which we completely lack in Stittsville, reducing speed limits to 
30 km/h on residential streets, and building in general for safe, accessible, and well-connected 
active transport throughout our community and city. The safer our roads are for pedestrians, 
cyclists, and other vulnerable road users, the safer it is for everyone. 
 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
Yes, I think it's a great and ambitious idea of which we need more of at City Council. School 
Streets would provide the safe and accessible environment and connectivity necessary to 
encourage and empower public and active transit and reduce dependency and traffic of private 
vehicles to travel to and from school by kids, students, and families. After all, the health of our 
community is directly linked to its connectivity and the prevalence of active transport. I would 
absolutely support implementing this initiative as a pilot at our schools. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
However, I recognise as well that Stittsville is currently not designed, connected, nor conducive 
for fully safe and accessible active transit and I understand that many feel discouraged and 
hesitant from the option for fear of their own safety as a result, including myself. We cannot 
continue to ask our kids to have the courage to brave the roads, we need to have the courage, 
leadership, and initiative to prioritise change in how we design our communities and build a 
safe, accessible, and well-connected community for them.  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Robert Hill – Councilor Candidate Ward 7 Bay 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
 I am absolutely in favour of supporting wider adoption of the Automated Speed Enforcement 
zones, Since the implementation of the ASE around the corner from my home in front of the St 
Rose of Lima school on Bayshore drive I have noticed a great decrease in the number of vehicles 
speeding in the area which is greatly appreciated. Any time I drive down Bayshore drive there 
are always families out and about walking the streets and I feel much safer knowing that 
vehicles are being encouraged to slow down and use caution within the ASE zone. In addition to 
the added safety measure, This also brings additional revenue to the city which goes right back 
into implementing additional road safety measures. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Absolutely, I would most definitely support a commitment to a vision zero. I genuinely believe 
that by implementing additional measures to combat speeding, stunt driving, dangerous 
driving, etc we can greatly decrease the number of accidents, injuries and deaths taking place 
on city streets. As mentioned in my previous response, I am in support of additional Automated 
Speed Enforcement Zones and I'd be in favour of placing these zones in areas that are not 
necessarily school zones as well such as Carling avenue where individuals are often seen 
speeding and weaving in and out of traffic. In addition to speed enforcement, We must also look 
at how we schedule our winter maintenance crews so that we can keep pedestrians on the 
sidewalks and off the roadways in the winter, Far too often I see seniors or parents having to 
take to the roadways with their walkers, strollers, wheelchairs, etc. due to the excess amounts 
of snow, ice and water covering the sidewalks and this is extremely dangerous for all. 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
As a proud uncle of school aged nieces and nephews and somebody that recognizes that the 
children of today are the leaders of tomorrow, I support the implementation of a city wide 
school street program. I would also support providing funding the any such program that is put 
into place to make this happen. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
In Bay ward we are extremely lucky to have some beautiful bike paths available to us which 
offers not only an active way to get to and from school but also offers a beautiful scenic route 
with views of the river as well as our wonderful community, In addition this method of 
transportation will help decrease the wear and tear on our infrastructure and in turn save city 
residents money when it comes to tax time. If cycling isn't an option for you then public transit is 
always an option as well or if you have multiple neighbours with children attending the same 
school you can consider a carpooling schedule which would reduce the vehicles going to and 
from the school each day providing a safer and less congested school zone for all. 
 



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Theresa Kavanagh – Councilor Candidate Ward 
7 Bay 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
Yes, I support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) As a City Councillor I have 
been fortunate enough to have had an Automated Speed Enforcement set up in front of St Rose 
of Lima Catholic School in Bayshore and it has worked well in reducing speeds.  A second 
Automated Speed Enforcement camera is being installed in front of D Roy Kennedy public school 
and will be operating soon.  I support wider adoptions of ASE in school zones and near daycare 
facilities and have already requested more for the future. I am ready to work with city staff to 
focus on slowing down traffic especially on school routes which can also be done with traffic 
calming measures.  
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
I am very supportive of a City of Ottawa commitment to Vision Zero.  We need to be 
encouraging active transportation with more sidewalks and safe cycle infrastructure.  I have 
been successful in bringing in new sidewalks on school routes in Bay Ward and more are 
planned for the near future.  The commitment to Vision Zero needs to be prioritized in the 
budget process so that sidewalk and cycle infrastructure projects are not held up for lack of 
funding.  We need access to funding from the federal and provincial levels of government to 
obtain our climate change reduction goals with expanded active transportation infrastructure. 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
I support having a School Streets pilot project in Ottawa and would be interested to seeing one 
being implemented in Bay Ward.  As always I would welcome consultation from parents and 
students on this concept.  This is a worthwhile program for the city of Ottawa to fund however it 
is also an opportunity for partnerships with the federal and provincial government for any 
longer term capital investments as needed. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
As a School Board Trustee for Bay Ward for eight years  I was outspoken on the importance of 
active transportation for students and this requires safe routes to schools.  As a City Councillor I 
welcome partnerships with parents and school boards on ensuring that walking/cycling routes 
to school are as safe as possible.   I have succeeded in having a new sidewalk installed on a 
school route and am in the process of seeing two more installed in the near future. I encourage 
parents to plan out routes with students to ensure they understand the importance of being 
street wise. 
  



 
 

 
 
Specific for a Ward 7:  
 
The Automated Speed Enforcement program began as a pilot project under the direction of the 
government of Ontario and was implemented at selected locations across the city and have 
been very successful.  I support expanding the program to more school zones particularity ones 
on arterial or major collector road systems.  We need to have safe walking routes to encourage 
students to use active transportation to get to school.   I also supported a pilot project with the 
Ottawa School Transportation Authority (OSTA) for a Walking School Bus for Woodroffe Avenue 
Public School that hired a person to walk a group of young students to school.   
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity for expressing my commitment to better active 
transportation infrastructure. 
 
 

 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Laine Johnson –Councilor Candidate Ward 8 
College 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes. In College Ward, we have had Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) installed along both 
Greenbank Road and Meadowlands Drive in recent years. Speed is one of the most dangerous 
factors affecting road safety and leading to tragic outcomes. Data shows ASE is a highly 
effective means of achieving speed compliance. We know some feel it is unfair to use these 
outside of school or daycare hours, but I support their use at all times. People use these routes 
to visit friends and access services in the community, so encouraging people to follow the rules 
of the road is best.  
  
As Councillor, I will also ensure the expansion of this road-safety initiative is accompanied 
by  reliable action at the City level. This includes making sure we have the capacity to process 
enforcement, such as issuing tickets and collecting fines, but also to use ASE data to inform 
choices about additional initiatives where needed. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
L.J.: “Yes I will. Zero is where we need to be. As a parent of young kids, I have been forced into 
the road while pushing a stroller because of poor snow clearing. This is a year-round City issue 
that I am committed to. Some areas of College Ward are car-centric and we see collisions, near-
hits, and tragically fatal outcomes. We need to do better at spending our ward traffic-calming 
budgets on effective means to make our spaces safer for people to get around by foot, by bike, 
or however they choose to travel. I am committed to making it easy for people to provide input 
on locations they are concerned about, and work toward fixing those problems and securing the 
money to redesign if need be. My role as Councillor is not just to think about these things in my 
ward, but Ottawa-wide, and I look forward to learning from and supporting councillors across 
Ottawa to make all of our roads safer and achieve Vision Zero. “ 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
L.J.: “Yes, I would definitely support a pilot project, and would be eager to hear from people in 
College Ward about their thoughts on living near or using the School Street program areas to 
help improve upon them. We know road safety is a concern near schools, and principals often 
email parents to remind them of the impacts of illegally parking, speeding, and general 
crowding around schools, especially at drop-off times. Many of our students attend schools in 
nearby wards, so I definitely want to see School Street programs applied equitably across the 
City of Ottawa so that all of our students are safe!” 
 
  



 
 

Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
L.J.: “Starting the day with an active commute is a great feeling. Whether it’s walking to school 
with friends, biking with your kids, or chatting with neighbours at the bus stop, it’s an easy way 
to take time for yourself and connect with others. It is better for our environment, eases the 
burden on our infrastructure, and costs way less to walk, bike, or bus to where we want to go 
than to drive everywhere. We know that College Ward is in a transitional period with improved 
transit options on the horizon, but we also recognize that some may have no other option than 
to drive, whether for accessibility needs or a lack of time to walk to school due to other 
commitments. A safe, inclusive environment for people of all abilities is key and we can make it 
happen.   



 
 

 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Vilteau Delvas –Councilor Candidate Ward 8 
College 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes I will support, because I, myself a parent it’s very important to keep our kids safe. Not just in 
the schooling areas but also in family-oriented neighborhoods plus near park Etc.. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  

Yes, I will because I believe in transparency. If we don't yet how to target certain vision we make 
sure that, we put the right people in the right position to do so. 

Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   

Yes, I will support it, depending on the areas.  

Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
The cost of life is increasing every day, using the services that we have will help you and your 
kids to socialize better with others and you saving more money . But at the same time like me 
who's my work is the way of my daughter's school, I do dropped her off and pick her up at the 
same time. At the end of the day is your decision just be considerate when you can 



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Sean Devine – Councilor Candidate Ward 9 
Knoxvale Merivale 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
S.D: “Yes. The dangers of speeding, whether in school zones or generally across all residential 
areas, is a key concern among residents across the ward. I am completely supportive of 
innovative traffic calming measures, as well as stricter and more punitive forms of enforcement. 
While I am completely in support of the placement of speeding enforcement cameras in school 
zones in my ward, I want to ensure that the placement of those cameras is as effective as 
possible.” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
S.D: “Yes. I am in complete agreement that the current goal of reducing traffic injuries and 
deaths by only 20% by 2024 is not nearly ambitious enough a goal. I am very eager to pursue 
many of the initiatives being proposed by Vision Zero, especially the implementation of 30km/hr 
speed limits on residential streets, and the development of segregated/protected bike lanes and 
crossovers.” 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
S.D: “Yes. This is a very interesting and innovative pilot, which would serve two of my core goals: 
to make our streets safer and to encourage more active transportation.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
S.D: “I take it very seriously when residents tell me that they’re concerned about speeding on 
their streets, because what they’re telling is that they’re worried that they or someone they love 
could get hurt. I’ve got 4 young kids, and my street is full of kids. But cars regularly drive by at 
speeds well over the 40km/hr limit. The prevailing culture of Ottawa for too long has been 
supportive of cars and their drivers. That has to change. For the safety of our residents, and also 
to promote a healthier city, we need to shift the culture so that our streets and neighbourhoods 
are safe for all residents to walk, cycle and play on.” 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Myles Egli –Councilor Candidate Ward 9 
Knoxvale Merivale 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
I believe automated Speed Enforcement does work and that wider adoption in school zones is 
positive policy. There is currently one on Meadowlands between Woodroffe and Viewmount 
that has proven to be effective. Although this one is not in Ward 9 it has an impact on the traffic 
travelling into the ward. As well, another one was recently added on Greenbank near Sir Robert 
Borden High School which should have an impact in the coming school year. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
I agree that the city plan to have zero fatalities by 2035 needs to be reviewed and sped up, if 
possible. I would work with city planners and experts to determine which traffic calming 
measures would work best in what scenarios. I would, also, work with city staff to determine 
how much of the money collected from automated speed enforcement can be reinvested back 
into the system to help offset the cost of these changes. I do not believe that there is one 
solution that will address all the various scenarios. We would need to pinpoint schools with 
similar traffic patterns and implement a plan that works for each scenario. Although the goal 
would be the same in all cases, the approach used to achieve it would not necessarily be the 
same. I would need to meet with all the stakeholders involved, to ensure that the concerns of 
those impacted by the policy are taken into consideration. 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
I would consult with city planners, experts and my constituents to develop a School Street 
Program for Ottawa. I would prefer to perform several smaller pilot programs, to ensure we 
have an accurate model before we expand it for a city-wide rollout. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
I would encourage all parents to develop a plan with their school age children that allows them 
to get to and from school in a safe and reliable fashion. This plan would be dependant upon the 
age of the child, the location of the school, road/sidewalk conditions in their neighbourhood and 
the traffic patterns in their particular community. As we have seen over the last few years, there 
are not enough school bus drivers to sustain the current system that has been in place for many 
years. I, also, believe that either walking or biking to and from schools provides a solution that 
enforces better mental and physical health, for those that are able to, along with minimizing the 
carbon footprint. Future considerations, with regards to development and planning, will need to 
factor in less vehicles being on the roads. Any proposals would need to be made and accepted 
prior to the commencement of the school year in conjunction with all stakeholders, directly and 
indirectly impacted by these plans. I would gladly be involved to assist from a community 
knowledge perspective or from a facilitator point of view.  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Aria Alavi –Councilor Candidate Ward 10 
Gloucester-Southgate 

 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
A.A.: “Absolutely.” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
A.A: “Absolutely. Adopting new by-laws to reach the goal is necessary.” 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
A.A: “Absolutely.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
A.A: “Protecting the environment and green spaces is everyone's responsibility and I encourage 
students and parents to take travel modes that are safe for both themselves and the 
environment on daily basis.” 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from John Redins –Councilor Candidate Ward 10 
Gloucester-Southgate 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
As a former Community Police Chair and numbers of police officers retiring at all levels. Yes, it is 
important to expand the program.  
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes, Vision Zero must be implemented in our city.  
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
Yes I would support it  
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
 My 4 pillars of transit would be a good start.  We need reliability affordability transparency and 
transit equity. I would also protect the spaces that we love such as the Hunt Club forest is part of 
Gloucester Southgate. The City can't ignore 21000 signatures to protect the forest and I will 
lobby federal officials to leave that area alone. 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Miranda Gray –Councilor Candidate Ward 11 
Beacon Hill-Cyrville 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
Yes, I support Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) in school zones. 
 
ASE does a good job of catching speeding drivers. But this is not enough. We need to create 
streets which do not encourage speeding. Additionally, when approving sites for future schools, 
we need to consider what type of road we are placing the school on. Schools don't belong on 
arterial roads which are designed for higher speed movement through neighbourhoods. Schools 
belong on quiet streets with bike lanes and shortcut paths.  
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes, I have been actively opposing the low target of 20% for several years. It needs to be a goal 
we aspire to rather than a goal we can reach without drastic changes. Vision Zero is more than 
a catch phrase. It states what we are trying to accomplish. 
 
I have been a representative for community associations on Ottawa's Road Safety Action Plan 
Community Working Group for a couple of years. I also spoke at the Transportation committee 
when the plan was under discussion 2-3 years ago. 
 
I want my city to work hard to prevent injuries to all road users. Our target should be 0 fatal or 
life altering injuries. For road projects, big or small, safety should be one of the prime factors in 
every decision we make. 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
Yes, I support pilots of School Streets but not willy-nilly. Unfortunately, we have located some 
schools (including elementary schools) on arterial roads which will be basically impossible to 
convert to school streets. 
 
We need criteria for deciding which schools are candidates to make the best use of the limited 
funding for the pilot projects. Parents need to support the project with their neighbours. I am 
not sure what the criteria should be but we can learn from other cities which have created 
school streets. 
 
There are schools in all urban and suburban wards which would be good candidates. In rural 
wards, a rural village school might be a candidate but it seems unlikely. My expectation is that 
we need to fund these projects for at least a fall and spring to see the impact. For the winter 
months, we need to expect some students will not participate during the first winter or on the 
coldest days of the school year.. 
 
  



 
 

Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
I grew up in 2 small villages where I was able to walk or bike to school from grade one to grade 
eight. (Access to my highschool was via a 80km/hr highway so I was a bus student.) I loved the 
sense of independence I had in getting myself to school without adults. I loved that I was 
allowed to bike or walk to see friends or play without any adults tagging along. 
 
I am sorry for kids who live on streets without sidewalks. We have made it hard for you to be 
independent to get to school, parks or friends. Keep on asking for safer streets. School mornings 
are better when you have a bit of exercise first.  
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Nicolas Castro – Councilor Candidate Ward 11 
Beacon Hill-Cyrville 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
I support automated speed enforcement in Ottawa school zones. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
I support a commitment to zero traffic deaths, as well as many of the goals of Vision Zero. 
However, I support the use of no right turn on red signs at high-risk intersections over a 
complete ban on right turns on red, and similarly, 30km/h speed signs in high-risk residential 
areas rather than a city-wide change. 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
I support this initiative. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
I walked / biked to school almost every day from elementary school through high school. It was 
a refreshing way to start the morning, and it helped keep me in shape. Unfortunately, not all 
schools have the transit infrastructure for that to be a safe option. I commit to supporting active 
transit, including by making it safer for students.  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Laura Shantz – Councilor Candidate Ward 12 
Vanier-Rideau 

 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
We know drivers often underestimate their speeds and even small reductions in speed can save 
lives when collisions occur. I would support automated speed enforcement, but would also like 
to see it used in conjunction with traffic calming measures that are designed to slow traffic 
without the need for enforcement. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
I fully support the City committing to a Vision Zero strategy. Road deaths are preventable. We 
have seen a significant number of pedestrian deaths in Rideau-Vanier over the years which have 
highlighted ongoing problems and dangerous zones, such as the intersection of Waller and 
Rideau Streets or the intersection of Montreal Rd and Vanier Pkwy. I am glad that the current 
Councillor has lowered speed limits within the ward, and I commit to pushing for further safety 
improvements here and across the city, including fixing the 29 intersections flagged as 
dangerous for cyclists and improving safety for all road users in line with the principles of Vision 
Zero. 
 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
Yes, I will support a pilot of a city-wide School Streets program and will push to ensure that the 
initiative is tested in a variety of settings. It is important that we not only focus on schools with 
the highest active transit rates; many other schools could see far more active transit with safer 
streets. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
I want safe, active travel to school to be an option for more families. At the City level, we can't 
make parents' schedules any less hectic, but we can do our part to make our streets safer and 
more inviting to pedestrians and cyclists of all ages. I walk or bike my kids to school in all 
seasons and in all weather conditions. It is one of the best parts of our day and helps prepare my 
kids to learn. 
 
Ward 12 Question: Parents and community advocates have approached School Streets Ottawa 
due over safety issues caused by drop off and pick up vehicular traffic in the following 
areas: York Street Avenue Public School , École publique Mauril-Bélanger and École Trille des 
Bois .  Will you support implementation of a School Street at any these locations during pick up 
and drop off hours? 
 
I will support school streets at all of these locations during drop-off and pick up hours. For full 
transparency, my children go to one of the schools on that list. I would rather the school's 
principal not have to stand in the middle of the street to slow traffic and ensure safety for 
students crossing the road. We can and must do better. 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Alex Osorio – Councilor Candidate Ward 12 
Vanier-Rideau 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
“Yes, I support the Automated Speed Enforcement - the safety of all children and adults alike are 
extremely important. “ 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
“Provided that there is a comprehensive action plan that is viable, I will support the 
commitment to Vision Zero.” 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
“As long as the plan of action is carefully studied - and is within budgets - i will support greater 
safety or school zones and their Streets. “ 
  
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
“Our planet deserves ideas and ways to help prolong its longevity. Always looking forward and 
encouraging students and parents on using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable is 
always the best way to go!” 
 
Ward 12 Question: Parents and community advocates have approached School Streets Ottawa 
due over safety issues caused by drop off and pick up vehicular traffic in the following 
areas: York Street Avenue Public School , École publique Mauril-Bélanger and École Trille des 
Bois .  Will you support implementation of a School Street at any these locations during pick up 
and drop off hours? 
 
“Again, the safety of the students, parents and staff are always a priority and will be once I am 
your city councillor. “ 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Stéphanie Plante – Councilor Candidate Ward 
12 Vanier-Rideau 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
“- Yes, we support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones. 
- When traffic is slowed down, more children, youth, and families can get to school 
safely. Reduction in injuries and deaths from vehicles striking pedestrians and 
cyclists outweighs the inconvenience to drivers having to slow down. 
- We also support street calming on more streets that are adjacent to areas with 
higher volumes of children, whether schools, parks, or other high traffic and high 
activity areas, and advocate for more speed bumps as one of the main traffic 
calming tools. 
- As part of our Transit plan, in addition to advocating for more bike lanes and 
electric vehicle charging stations, we want to prioritize pedestrian and school 
areas for more snow clearing, enabling us to better see children in our streets so 
that they are protected from being struck by motor vehicles.” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
“-Our children deserve to get to school safely and in the most active and 
environmentally sustainable manner. As such, we fully support Vision Zero, 
and a strategy complete with actions, milestones, and targets, as well as 
performance metrics and benchmarks to measure progress and readjust if 
needed. 
- The City’s Road Safety Action Plan does contain many activities and some 
implementation highlights from 2021. However, we agree that it does fall short 
of being a robust strategy as these activity highlights do not inform us of 
whether we are even doing enough to reach the 20% reduction target set.” 
 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
“- Yes, we would fully support a pilot of a School Street program in Ottawa. 
- However, such a pilot needs to ensure that accommodations are made for 
families and educators that have physical limitations or in cases where 
motorized vehicle transportation is the only viable option for a family. 
- We must ensure that people with physical limitations have clear accessible 
routes that allow them to drive up as close as possible to the school to 
reduce any negative impact a pilot could create on their travel. 
- We must also ensure that families who have very time sensitive commutes 
because of work or other commitments be allowed to drop off and pick up 
their children in designated zones, possibly a short distance away, to still 
encourage walking or other means of active transport. 
- A pilot at the planning stage needs to include the voices of people with these 
special circumstances in its design.” 
  



 
 

 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 

 
“-It was not too long ago that I was of school age and I remember my parents 
telling me, whether on summer holidays or after I finished my homework 
during the school year, that they did not want to see me in the house until the 
street lights came on. 
- I was encouraged to be outside, to play, to be active for as long as daylight 
allowed a clear view of my whereabouts from the house. So were all my 
friends. 
- With the advent of video games, the internet, our phones and cuts to physical 
education, every statistic demonstrates that children are now less active and 
more obese then their predecessors. 
- These advances in technology will only intensify. That’s why I support any 
innovative initiatives that encourage our children to be physically active in a 
manner that is safe and sustainable while not creating hardships for others 
who have special circumstances that deserve consideration. 
- A School Streets Pilot is an excellent way for a child or family to get some 
daily physical activity while encouraging community building, interaction, 
awareness and understanding.



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Rawlson King – Councilor Candidate Ward 13 
Rideau-Rockcliffe 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
R.K.” Yes” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
R.K.” Yes” 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
R.K.” Yes” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
R.K. “I have been consistent with my support for enhanced City-wide active transportation 
measures and infrastructure during my tenure on Ottawa City Council.  This has included 
support at Council for a City-wide COVID transportation strategy,  Vision Zero, and expanded 
funds beyond Ward Councillors’ traffic claiming measures budgets to increase cycling and 
pedestrian safety in Ottawa.  I will continue to support such policies, including programs run the 
Ottawa Safety Council, such as the Walking School Bus program and the Crossing Guard 
Program, that promote safe and healthy streets.” 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Peter Jan Karwacki – Councilor Candidate Ward 
13 Rideau-Rockcliffe 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
I fully support this 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
I fully support this however implementation will require consultation with experts 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
Any initiative needs to be piloted with the resulting data analysis to support future decisions 
making. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
I ride an ebike and I own more than one ebike. I walk, but I note that electric scooters and 
skateboards are also being used. The thing is it is a bit of a free for all out there. Those that use 
active transportation want the rights of a vehicle but do not always obey the laws of the road. 
Now the thing is, there should be changes so that stop signs can be legally run by lightweight 
active commute devices but there are three rules in my mind: 
1. Do not hit anybody or thing 
2. Do not get hit 
3. most importantly: Pedestrians have the right of way 
 
We have such a long way to go in encouraging active transport. Sure there are bike lanes but 
they are an afterthought, poorly maintained and designed.  There is lots to say in this regard but 
you get the idea. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Stuart MacKay – Councilor Candidate Ward 14 
Somerset 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
S.M.: Yes, I support the wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) cameras near 
daycares and schools. During the last round of implementation in October 2021, there were no 
cameras installed anywhere in Somerset Ward or in any of the urban wards. Considering that we 
have several schools in Somerset Ward like Glashan that are located next to high traffic areas like 
highway exits, more ASE cameras in designated school zones would help to create a safer 
environment for students, teachers, and parents. 
 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
S.M.:  Any traffic, cycling, or pedestrian death is a tragedy. It is also a failure of a public policy that 
views any number of traffic deaths as acceptable.  I support the implementation of Vision Zero 
within Ottawa, and I would work hard to implement it here throughout Somerset Ward. I would 
work with the community to identify dangerous “hot spots” like the intersection of Bay and 
Gladstone, where there is a dangerous bike lane crossing. I would push any new street 
renewal/repair projects to incorporate Complete Streets concepts, so that we can repair public 
infrastructure while making our streets better at the same time. Finally, I would push for easily 
accessible and better communicated evaluations of safety interventions, so that the public can see 
what is working, and if further improvements are needed. 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
S.M.: While I think the School Street program is a very worthwhile idea, I would prefer to see it 
piloted on a smaller scale at first, perhaps through a combination of 4 to 6 urban and suburban 
primary and secondary schools in various wards across Ottawa. That would allow an opportunity 
to see what works, what doesn’t, and develop a more fulsome implementation plan on a larger 
scale. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
S.M..: When I was attending elementary school many years ago, I walked and biked to school 
every day. Even when I went to Canterbury High School, which was all the way across town from 
my house, I still relied on OC Transpo to get to and from school nearly every day. Having the 
ability to get to school by yourself promotes a sense of independence and self-reliance, and helps 
kids become used to using modes of transportation other than the car. By using active, safe, and 
sustainable modes of transportation from an early age, we can instill in kids values that can make 
them active and public transportation users for life. 
  
However, the city bears responsibility for ensuring that those transportation networks are viable. 
This means developing safe biking infrastructure without significant gaps to connect 
neighbourhoods together. It means better snow clearing along our sidewalks in the winter so that 
students and parents can walk safely to and from school. It means having reliable, frequent, 
affordable, and safe public transit that allows students to get to school on time. Experience has 
shown us that when these networks aren’t working, parents and students will use alternatives, 



 
 

which is usually the car.  If elected, my goal as councillor will be to ensure that these 
transportation networks are prioritized so we can have a more active, safer, and greener Somerset 
Ward for everyone. 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Ariel Troster – Councilor Candidate Ward 14 
Somerset 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Absolutely. I also support reducing speeds to 30k/hr on all residential streets. We need to slow 
down cars to make our streets safer. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes. We need to fix the most dangerous intersections in the city, install bike lanes city wide 
(creating a functional grid), prioritize snow-clearing for sidewalks, curb cuts and routes to school, 
and redesign roads to make accidents less likely to happen or to be fatal.  
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
Yes, absolutely. This is an important issue to me, as my daughter and I walk to and from her 
school every day.  
 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 

Walking, biking, rolling or scooting to school is a great way to clear your head, have fun, connect 
with your family, and get some exercise at the same time. It is also a great way to connect with 
your neighbours and get to know your community better. I highly recommend it! 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Brandon Russell– Councilor Candidate Ward 14 
Somerset 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
"I support the adoption of automated speed enforcement in Ottawa, after seeing the evidence 
that it can help keep our children safe, I see the need to move swiftly, and effectively to ensure 
these devices are up and running as soon as possible. This will be a priority when I get elected 
this fall." 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
"My father has worked in investigating car accidents and finding ways to reduce them for 
decades. The issue of traffic injuries is one woven in my blood and very being. I will deploy 
experts who can ensure we have a stable, yet effective plan to achieve Vision Zero within 5 
years." 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
"I would, promoting safe, active, and healthy travel is such an important thing. I would like to 
ensure that we have the proper management, and funding to keep such a program alive." 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
"Get involved! Our democracy only works when people raise their voices, and get involved in our 
policy development. I have always encouraged young people to get involved and speak up." 

 
  



 
 

 
School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Jeff Leiper –Councilor Candidate Ward 15 
Kitchissippi 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
J.L: “I have been an active proponent for automated speed enforcement - even going to Queen's 
Park to argue in its favour. I have been among the most committed councillors in the city to 
reducing speed limits and implementing traffic calming in addition to building more safe cycling 
infrastructure” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
J.L.: “For the past 8 years I have been a vocal advocate in favour of streets that are safe for 
pedestrians and cyclists of all ages. My record in favour of a Vision Zero approach to traffic 
deaths is clear.” 
 
Question 3/Ward 15 Q:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in 
Ottawa, along with any funding required for implementation?  Will you support a School Street 
for the Broadview Avenue Corridor? 
 
J.L. “I am intrigued by the community suggestion of implementing a safe school zone in the area 
of Broadview/Nepean/Notre Dame and my office is engaged in an active discussion with 
residents and the City about how that could either be piloted or simply implemented. I would be 
very pleased if we can accomplish that and show the way for the rest of Ottawa.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
J.L.: “Kitchissippi is intensifying, and growth that is accompanied by increased car usage is 
simply not sustainable. As a City, we must ensure that active and public transportation options 
are safe and convenient for all residents. We need transit that is frequent and affordable, 
sidewalks that are in good repair, cycling infrastructure that is segregated, and a priority put on 
cyclists and pedestrians where they interact with vehicles.” 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Oonagh Fitzgerald –Councilor Candidate Ward 
15 Kitchissippi 

 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes. All over Kitchissippi ward, residents are telling us about cars using side streets to quickly 
circumnavigate traffic blockages. Quiet neighbourhoods become dangerous for pedestrians, 
children, mobility impaired people and cyclists when this happens.  Automated speed 
enforcement could be effectively deployed to control this. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
I am in favour of 15-minute neighbourhoods that are walkable, bikeable, and accessible for 
mobility impaired residents.  This means ensuring the proximity of motorized vehicles, bikes and 
pedestrians is carefully designed and managed to reduce accidents and increase public safety. 
Vision Zero looks like an interesting blueprint. I would like to study it further and learn more 
about how to implement it while dealing with the reality of significant commuter traffic through 
ward 15 neighbourhoods. If Vision Zero is to be implemented, it may be necessary to deploy 
automated speed enforcement in the surrounding streets to help prevent knock-on traffic 
effects of speeding and congestion in the wider neighbourhood.   
 
Question 3: Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
This is an interesting and focused way to test the Vision Zero proposal.  I would be in favour of a 
pilot which also studied how best to manage the impacts on surrounding streets as noted 
above. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
Where feasible active transportation is ideal.  We want to encourage growing children to be 
physically active and to enjoy being in the outdoors in all kinds of weather. We also need to 
recognize the realities of working families with overcharged schedules of work and after-hours 
activities, some of which may require driving or public transportation. 
  
For middle school and high school students, taking city buses may be necessary to get them to 
and from school in a timely and safe manner. Reliable public transportation is essential for a 
functioning city aiming for zero carbon. The state of bike lanes in Ottawa is not yet safe enough 
that I would want to see adolescents and teenagers using them to commute long distances to 
their middle schools or high schools. 
  
As much as possible, public transportation and walking should be encouraged. However, the 
busy schedules of families (which include essential medical and dental appointments, family 
emergencies etc.) likely mean that driving is necessary some of the time. Providing a drop off 
\pick up point that is separated from main entrances to the school could be a solution but only if 
there is adequate supervision and security for the area and the students using it. For example, it 
would not be a sensible idea to expect a vulnerable young person to meet up with their ride in 
an isolated and unsupervised location where they might be bullied, assaulted or robbed. 
 



 
 

  



 
 

Ward 15 Question: Parents and community advocates have approached School Streets Ottawa 
over safety issues caused by drop off and pick up vehicular traffic for Broadview Public School, 
Nepean Highschool, Notre Dame Highschool. With approximately 2500 students using the 
Broadview Ave corridor at pick up and drop off times, will support the implementation of a 
School Street in this area? 
  
From the information you provided this looks like an ideal location to pilot the ideas you are 
advocating. If elected Councillor for Kitchissippi (ward 15) I will work with the councillor for 
adjoining ward 7 to support your efforts to reduce vehicular traffic and encourage active 
transportation in this school corridor. If the pilot is successful, I will work with your organization 
to encourage further pilots across the city with a view to developing and implementing a clear 
standard for all Ottawa school streets. 



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Riley Brockington– Councilor Candidate Ward 
16 River 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Absolutely. I was the member of City Council that first led this charge, pushing Council to 
endorse this ask of the Province. I testified at Queen's Park, at the Standing Committee 
considering the legislation and continue to be a vocal champion for safer streets, prioritizing 
vulnerable road users. We need to expand speed enforcement technology and municipalities 
need the authority to use it, without provincial limitations. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Absolutely. In fact, the pace of progress is too slow. Council must make this a top priority and 
resource it accordingly. 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
Yes. 
Perhaps a pilot could be a neighbourhood, rather than entire City to start, but I support this. 
 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
The benefits of active transportation are long and have both personal and community benefits, 
the more people who choose this option. If travel routes are not safe or need extra attention 
from the City, let me know. I will work with City staff to identify areas of concern and prioritize 
improvements. 
 
Ward 16 Question: Parents have expressed a number safety concerns about vehicular traffic at 
W.E. Gowling PS. What would you do to improve active transportation options for the school 
catchment.?  Would you support Automated Speed Enforcement on Merivale? 
 
In 2021, City Council unanimously approved my motion to add a crossing guard at Merivale and 
Anna. There has been some talk about adding no U-turn signs on Anna in front of the school 
during school hours and more monitoring and enforcement by the OPS as well. On Kirkwood 
Avenue to the west, I am placing the road on a 'road diet' this year, adding more space for 
bicycles and slowing traffic down. This will provide additional safety to a fast stretch of 
roadway. I am committed to working with all school communities to address safety issues and 
to promote active transportation.  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Shawn Menard – Councilor Candidate Ward 17 
Capital 
 
 
Question 1: Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa has proven effective at protecting 
vulnerable road users – especially near daycares and schools. Will you support wider adoption 
of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa school zones?   
 
S.M. “Yes, we support expanding the use of Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) in Ottawa 
school zones. Throughout this past term of office, we have collaborated with city staff to identify 
needed areas for ASE. We were able to gain support from staff to expand the streets that may 
qualify for ASE. During this upcoming term of council it will be important that the city continues 
expanding ASE, which requires both the implementation of equipment and ensuring we have the 
necessary administrative staff supporting the program.” 
 
Question 2:  Presently Ottawa has committed to reduce traffic injuries and deaths 20% by 2024, 
however to incentivize safe active transportation we think Ottawa must do better. Will you 
support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along with a clear path on 
how to achieve it? 
 
S.M. “We have championed Vision Zero at City Hall throughout this term of council. The notion 
that we should settle for only a 20% reduction in deaths and serious injuries is unacceptable. In 
response to this meagre goal, we brought forward and passed a motion at council directing 
staff to set a plan to achieve Vision Zero--zero fatalities and zero serious injuries--by 2035. In 
response to our motion, city staff created the first phase of an implementation plan to achieve 
this goal as part of the 2021 Strategic Road Safety Action Plan.  
 
This implementation plan included 47 engineering, enforcement and education initiatives, 
costing $4 million. This is a good start, but we need to do more, including building a proper 
bicycling network, fixing dangerous streets and bridges, building sidewalks and implementing 
the design changes to the 30 dangerous intersections identified by staff in 2020. 
 
While staff have been working on a number of big-picture items, we have been implementing 
tangible, immediate solutions to a number of dangerous streets, including: re-designing the 
Bank Street Canal Bridge with protected bicycle lanes, implementing speed humps on problem 
streets, eliminating "revert reds" at high pedestrian and bicycling intersections, implementing 
"Qwik Curbs" along Elgin and Pretoria, improving the safety design of intersections like Bronson 
and Sunnyside, implementing 30 km/h speed zones for all residential streets in the ward, getting 
additional crossing guards on school routes, designing a Safe School Zone on Fourth Avenue, 
and implementing a safe pedestrian crossing at Main and Colonel By Drive. 
 
Through policy change at the city level and continued on-the-ground improvements to our 
streets, we will continue to make Capital Ward safer than ever for vulnerable road users.” 
 
Question 3:  School Streets are stated as Action 11-2A in Ottawa’s draft Transportation 
Management Plan as an option to encourage healthy and active travel. Will you support a pilot 
of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with any funding required for 
implementation? 
 
S.M. “Yes, we will support pilot projects city-wide, including the necessary funding. We have 
begun this work in the last year as we sought solutions to some traffic issues around Mutchmor 
and Corpus Christi. Specifically, we were looking into a way to close off the dead-end of Lyon at 
Fourth Avenue. The discussions we had with staff, the school, parents and the community 



 
 

association have now led to city staff developing a pilot project that could be used throughout 
the city. Staff are still working out details to ensure that all logistics and legal concerns are 
addressed, but we are hopeful that this program can be rolled out by the end of the year. As this 
comes together, we would be happy to include representatives from School Streets Ottawa in 
the discussions.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
S.M. “I walk my son and daughter to and from Hopewell, and I understand the concerns parents 
and students have, but active transportation is still the best mode of transportation when 
attending a neighbourhood school here in Capital Ward. We are making significant 
improvements to the safety of the streets around our schools and deploying adult crossing 
guards at points of concern, especially along Bank Street.  
 
Importantly, we also have school communities that are committed to safe streets. I've had many 
great conversations with school administrators, parents and community associations, and 
everyone's dedication to safe school routes--and safe and active streets, in general--provides me 
with confidence that, together, we will continue to make Capital Ward safe and welcoming for 
students walking and biking to school.” 
 
And it's important that we do this. Active transportation is good for our mental and physical 
health. We owe it to the kids to give them the ability to walk and bike.” 
 
Ward 17 Question: Parents and community advocates have approached School Streets Ottawa 
over safety issues caused by drop off and pick up vehicular traffic at Hopewell Avenue Public 
School.  Will you support implementation of a School Street on Hopewell Avenue during pick up 
and drop off hours?  
 
S.M. “Yes, we need to improve safety on Hopewell Avenue. In recent years, we have met with 
staff, the school board, parents and the school administration to identify ways to improve safety 
on Hopewell. There were immediate improvements that could be made to turn restrictions and 
parking regulations, but those were only preliminary measures. An overall reduction of traffic is 
needed on that street. We would support the implementation of a School Street on Hopewell.” 
 
 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Rebecca Bromwich – Councilor Candidate Ward 
17 Capital  
 
 
Question 1:  Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa has proven effective at protecting 
vulnerable road users – especially near daycares and schools. Will you support wider adoption 
of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa school zones?   
 
R.B. “I am absolutely in favour of wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones.  As a note, I am also in favour of ensuring better general enforcement of traffic-
related issues by police and bylaw services in Capital Ward.” 
 
Question 2:  Presently Ottawa has committed to reduce traffic injuries and deaths 20% by 2024, 
however to incentivize safe active transportation we think Ottawa must do better. Will you 
support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along with a clear path on 
how to achieve it? 
 
R.B. “I will absolutely and unequivocally support the City of Ottawa making a commitment to 
Vision Zero along with a clear path to achieve it. As a mom of four kids, this is precisely the type 
of change I want to see happen in our city and I would be pleased and honoured to help you 
achieve this important vision.” 

 
Question 3: School Streets are stated as Action 11-2A in Ottawa’s draft Transportation 
Management Plan as an option to encourage healthy and active travel. Will you support a pilot 
of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with any funding required for 
implementation? 
 
R.B. “Yes, I would support a pilot of a city wide School Street program. Again,  I am a mom to 
four kids who go to Ottawa schools. This is precisely the sort of work I want to do as a City 
Councillor. I applaud your efforts.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
R.B. “I am a mom to four kids who go to Ottawa schools. Encouraging students and parents to 
use travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable is precisely the sort of work I want to do 
as a City Councillor. I applaud your efforts and I share your vision of reducing traffic injuries and 
deaths by 20% by 2024. I applaud your grassroots efforts and will do all I can to support them. 
Well done!” 
 
Ward 17 Question: Parents and community advocates have approached School Streets Ottawa 
over safety issues caused by drop off and pick up vehicular traffic at Hopewell Avenue Public 
School.  Will you support implementation of a School Street on Hopewell Avenue during pick up 
and drop off hours?  
 
R.B “Yes, I will certainly support implementation of a School Street on Hopewell Avenue during 
pick up and drop off hours. Thank you for what you are doing in this regard. “ 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Marty Carr– Councilor Candidate Ward 18 Alta 
Vista 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes, I support expansion of the ASE program. It has helped to reduce speeds in front of Vincent 
Massey (on Smyth) and most recently on Alta Vista drive (by Ridgemont and Charles Hulse 
schools) 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes.  

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
Yes.  
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 

 
As a candidate who has been extremely active in school councils over the years, I would 
continue to encourage students and parent to use active transportation, however, I note that 
the infrastructure in Alta Vista at times is an impediment - e.g. no sidewalks, car parking 
allowed on the side of the roads blocking visibility, school buses driving on narrow side streets, 
insufficient bike racks at school- so the City needs to continue to work with partners (e.g. 
schools, organizations) to ensure that active transportation is safe.   



 
 

 
School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Catherine Kitts – Councilor Candidate Ward 19 
Orléans South-Navan 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
“YES. Without a question. “ 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
“YES” 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
“YES” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
“In our Ward, we have one of the fastest growing populations and much of that growth is 
comprised of families. Road safety, traffic concerns and access to key amenities, such as schools, 
are a top priority for residents and myself. To achieve this goal, we are going to have to develop 
a robust plan that draws on multiple partners and departments within the City. Ensuring that in 
planning applications, or even in existing communities, that we are reviewing with a lens to 
ensure that school areas are designed to facilitate safe access and encourage a variety of modes 
of transportation. For example, ensuring that sidewalks are wide enough to accommodate 
multiple pedestrians, have considerations been made for bike lanes, having traffic calming 
measures in place to reduce speed, looking to examining the walking routes from within in the 
neighbourhood to the school. These are but a few examples, but key points of consideration and 
one of the main reasons why it will be important to engage with a wide variety of stakeholders 
that can provide multiple perspectives. Enforcement will also be key to ensure that speed limits 
are respected and this can be a combination of installation of ASE units, installation of speed 
boards & working with partner organizations such as Safer Roads Ottawa, yourselves, 
community associations and the local police constable in raising awareness on this important 
issue.  “ 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Yvette Ashiri – Councilor Candidate Ward 19 
Orléans South-Navan 

 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Absolutely! I have been door knocking in many communities across Ward 19 over the past 
months, and speeding issues come up consistently time and time again. Across the ward, 
pedestrians and parents are worried about dangerous roadways. This is an extremely important 
issue, especially for protecting our children when they are walking to and from school. That is 
why I am committed to exploring many solutions to reducing speeding, including automated 
speed enforcement cameras.  
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
  
Yes. I plan to be a strong advocate for Vision Zero and advocate for strategies like lower speed 
limits and improved cycling infrastructure that seek to curb cycling and pedestrian road deaths 
in our city to zero. Our streets need to be safe for all forms of transportation. 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
Yes- it is absolutely essential that our school streets are made significantly safer. And this simply 
cannot be achieved without strong, immediate and effective action to find creative solutions, 
which is why I absolutely support a city wide program to combat this safety issue in our school 
zones that includes initiatives I listed above! 
 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
 The climate crisis we are facing is becoming increasingly urgent. It’s time for us Ottawans to be 
climate leaders, and a great way to incorporate climate action into your everyday lives is 
including more sustainable modes of transportation in your everyday routine! Whenever 
possible, try walking or biking with your kids to school! Not only is this good for our planet, it’s 
also a great way to boost mental and physical health as well as spend some quality family time 
together! 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Patty Searl – Councilor Candidate Ward 21 
Rideau-Jock 

 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes indeed. I see way too many posts about people with a complete disregard to buses stopping 
and would support safer zones around schools at peak periods. While also encouraging more to 
walk to school and avoid the large line ups of parents driving and dropping off. I also am 
mindful that a majority of Ward #21 ( Rideau- Jock ) Richmond, Munster, Kars, North Gower is 
rural in nature and most rely on buses but over the last two years and many buses cancelled 
more vehicle traffic has been noticed simply because parents or others need to get the kids to 
school. For that I fully support your initiative and would assist with seeking funding to help.   
 
I would also like to see school zones redesigned in a way to bring about traffic calming and a 
more productive and efficient kiss and ride like I have observed at Steve Maclean in Riverside 
South as an example.   
 
Question 2: . Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
I echo what others have shared and a neighbouring ward with experience from already serving 
on Council- Glen Gower and Stittsville area. I would lean into his expertise and seek his guidance 
to  find ways the can invest and divert more funds to rural priorities such as improved pavement 
length and the creation of some sort of biking safe zone and improvements to the communities 
sidewalks and pathways if they exist ( in some communities like Munster there are no sidewalks) 
many of us use safety vests early morning or later at night when out. I would also encourage the 
city to examine rural signage improvements and add more communication on the roads to help 
those who travel to. Such as an increase in animal crossings for example there is one area along 
Fallowfield that is a racoon corridor and sadly every week there is one or a family or little ones 
killed. For many of us who live in Rural Ottawa we are familiar with bears, deer, racoons, skunks 
to name a few and caution with speed is essential. We live with animals and get to understand 
the flow around and caution in our community and discourage speeding and dangerous driving 
is a must. We also do not want others from outside the ward experimenting and using roads to 
try and see how fast they can go as we have seen serious injury and death on roads like 
Fernbank, jinkinson, Munter, Franktown, Flewellyn to name a few and residents and the like 
who live here know the danger to these particular roads as we travel them safely each day. 
Others not so much and as a whole we can do a better job advising, alerting and reminding of 
safer usage of our roads is paramount. 
  



 
 

 
 
Question 3: School Streets are stated as Action 11-2A in Ottawa’s draft Transportation 
Management Plan as an option to encourage healthy and active travel. Will you support a pilot 
of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with any funding required for 
implementation? 
 
Indeed I would and in Ward #21 I would love to work with local school staff, parent councils and 
police to pilot the program in Richmond, North Gower and Manotick.  
  
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
We know the benefits of increased exercise and as a parent of three children  7, 13 and 14 I 
want to encourage more walking and cycling to school for those who can , as our ward is so 
large many rely on school buses or vans. Like others, the struggle to reduce traffic around 
schools, reduces greenhouse gas emissions poses more of a challenge but highly recommend 
such for those who live near where they can. I know there is also a bit of a disconnect with a 
sense of a connected community because aside from school functions we may or may not see 
eachother often. I would like to work with schools in my ward to see if there is a way we can 
change this. 

  



 
 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Ruba Fattal – Councilor Candidate Ward 23 
Kanata South 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes. Using this along with improved bike safety measures on school roads, and road safety 
education, will certainly be helpful in increasing drivers awareness and improving safety along 
school zones. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
As a city council candidate, I want to be able to make promises I will be able to keep. I am 
committed to, once elected, looking at all options and the resources the city has available and 
using them effectively to reduce injuries and deaths as much as possible.  
 
Question 3: Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
As some school streets also have residential buildings on them, a city wide street program may 
be unpopular in some areas; therefore, I will need to do some public consultations with our 
residents, parents and schools to make an informed decision once elected. I will also be 
examining other options such as increasing vehicular friction around school zones using 
measures like improving bike safety infrastructure, reducing speed limits in school zones, 
providing parents with traffic safety education, and introducing speed cameras.  
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
Kanata South is a very walkable, and bikeable area to live. I implore you to continue to use 
active modes of transportation, and consider traveling in groups in order to foster a sense of 
safety in numbers when getting to and from your destinations. I also encourage and support the 
use of car pooling and cycling school buses, as they are great initiatives used by parents to help 
build community, and get kids to and from school safely in groups. 
 
 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Erin Coffen – Councilor Candidate Ward 23 
Kanata South 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
 Yes, when it is demonstrated to be appropriate and integrated with other methods that 
promote safe driving and pedestrian awareness. We have to all work together to ensure a 
balanced approach to finding the right solutions for our neighbourhoods. 
 
Question 2 Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
 Yes, a framework is required to help reduce the traffic injuries and deaths on Ottawa roads. 
This is an issue that needs prioritization. We have seen too many people in Ottawa who have 
died due to road accidents. There are several programs like Vision Zero we can draw on from 
other municipalities, but we need to ensure that whatever Ottawa adopts will be the right fit of 
policies and concrete actions that can achieve the intended outcome of prevention of injury and 
death, not just numbers. 
 
Question 3: Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
 Yes, in principle. According to The Transportation Master Plan, Action 11-2A is a proposed city 
policy that is returning for consultation and public engagement in the Winter of 2023 – I will be 
reaching out to neighbours in Kanata South to see if a pilot location(s) is feasible and desired. 
This is, at a minimum, an opportunity for neighbours to come together and talk about street 
safety, traffic, and (especially) speeding near schools. If determined that a pilot program should 
be implemented, then it should have prioritized funding to support it. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
 Ward 23 Kanata South is where we live, and it needs to have a quality of life that we work so 
hard for and deserve. To continue to build and grow our quality of life we need to remain 
vigilante and active how we interact with our environment around us. This includes building 
transportation modes that support inclusivity, accessibility, are safe, can help protect the 
environment and are sustainable into the future for coming generations. 
 
 
 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Bina Shah – Councilor Candidate Ward 23 
Kanata South 

 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
“Yes, I support a wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) in Ottawa.  As an 
educator in Ottawa for over 20 years, it is important to protect our vulnerable road users - 
especially in and around our schools and daycares.   Alongside ASE, our bike paths need to be 
safe to use with better connections in Kanata South and education programs promoting safety 
when driving in our school zones and daycares should also be considered.  If the data generated 
in areas that use ASE in Ottawa have proven to be effective, then we need to act accordingly 
and support their use.  “ 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
“Adopting programs that centre around prevention is responsible governance. Since the City has 
a commitment in place to reduce traffic injuries and deaths by 20% by 2024, I would be open to 
look at other avenues to help reduce traffic injuries and deaths further. I am in support of 
programs like Vision Zero and working with all stakeholders to create a plan to reduce traffic 
injuries and fatalities to zero. “ 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
“As an option to encourage healthy and active travel, I understand that School Streets are 
stated as Action 11-2A in Ottawa’s draft Transportation Management Plan.  I support a School 
Street program in Ottawa that involves ultimately all of our daycare and school sites but as the 
City budget, funding and priorities have yet to be set and determined for adoption of a citywide 
program, respectively, a phased-in approach seems more sensible.  Recognizing that each 
individual school or daycare site has its own constraints - not all school/daycare sites start at 
9am, for example.  All players in school and daycare communities need to be supportive of the 
program and targeting sites in Ottawa that are proven to be high risk areas would be a good 
first step.  Secondly, it is also important to understand the school culture and how each site is 
accessed by their community members and users during school pickup and drop off 
times.  Consultation with School and Parent Councils, Boards of Education, the school/daycare 
communities at large and school/daycare staff is also a critical step. In the winter of 2023 public 
consultations will begin again according to the The Transportation Master Plan, where Kanata 
South residents can share their voices, priorities and concerns  A phased-in approach, with clear 
targets makes more sense to building momentum in adopting the School Street program City 
wide.” 
 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
“We need to make conscientious, collective choices to help fight against our climate emergency 
and adopt sustainable, safe and active modes of transport.   Supporting each other to make 
good decisions to walk or bike to our schools and daycares - and ultimately rethink the use of 
our vehicles - is a good step on a continuum of actions we should all embrace. We must commit 
and adopt these ideas for our young people’s future. It is important to act now and it starts with 



 
 

grassroots organisations, like School Streets, that have adopted an approach where the 
intended outcomes are all positives.” 



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Kathleen Caught – Councilor Candidate Ward 
24 Barrhaven East 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
K.C.: “Yes I will support.” 
 
Question 2 Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
K.C.: “Yes” 
 
Question 3: Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
K.C.:  “Potentially. I did post on a bulletin board on Facebook this link and asked for comments 
 
https://playingout.net/play-streets/what-are-play-streets/  
It was met by minimal interest and mostly negative comments on why it would not work and 
how we have plenty of green space and they were not interested in closing down streets for any 
reason. My take on that was for any form of street closure there will be a large voice of 
resistance. Education and buy in is needed as I am sure you know but it will require much effort 
and for the pilot to work a community that understands the value. “ 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
K.C.:  “I believe this will undoubtedly be a focus of the new council to move us in the direction to 
use public transit and remove as many cars as we can from the roadways and make is safe for 
all to move around. Communities need to be communities again and not parking lots for cars. “ 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Wilson Lo – Councilor Candidate Ward 24 
Barrhaven East 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Expanding automated speed enforcement will help calm traffic in school zones, especially since 
all the schools in Ward 24 are located on streets designed to be wider to serve their purpose as 
community collectors. While the devices can objectively achieve the goal of slowing motorists 
down in school zones, its efficacy is limited to the immediate area of the device, and motorists 
often speed up again once they have left the device’s “area of influence.” Though I support 
better street design (eg. raised crosswalks/intersections, narrower lanes, intersection bump-
outs, etc.) as the more effective tool in calming traffic throughout the community, the benefits 
of including automated speed enforcement in school zones generally outweigh the negatives 
and can be used as a measure while more permanent solutions are implemented. 
 
Question 2 Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes. One death/serious injury on our roads is one too many. 
 
Question 3: Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation? 
 
Yes, as long as local access is guaranteed for residents with driveways on affected streets and 
transit plus emergency vehicles, albeit at lower rates of speed, through these closures. Every 
school in Barrhaven East is on a collector street with driveways, transit, and serve as important 
access points for the community. The pilot project must be accompanied by a robust 
communications plan with all stakeholders (residents, parents, schools, city services, etc.) 
involved, so alternate arrangements can be made. Easily accessible methods for feedback 
should also be made available so it can be used to improve the pilot as needed, which must 
include involvement from councillors and trustees. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
Choosing to walk, cycle, or take transit to school is an opportunity for younger families to spend 
some extra time together, or for older kids to achieve more independence. It eases the burden of 
extra traffic on local streets, reducing emissions, crowding, and—most importantly—stress. 
  
I started taking the bus in high school out of necessity, as my mom’s workdays started very 
early. Over time, I got familiar with my usual routes, became more independent, and met 
several friends who also took the bus to school. It also sparked my interest in transportation and 
transit, a passion I carried with me through young adulthood to today. One of those friends on 
the bus started taking notice of planes that would fly overhead at the same time, and eventually 
found a career in aviation (there’s no expectation to find life passions and careers on your way 
to school, but it’s pretty cool). 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Richard Garrick – Councilor Candidate Ward 24 
Barrhaven East 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes, I support the expansion of ASE in high risk areas for traffic with consultation of city 
planners.  
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
Yes, I support the city’s policy to eliminate traffic fatalities and injuries. We as a city must do 
better to be a safer city for all on our roadways and paths. 
 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
I would support a School Street program after further discussion and community consultation 
with partners, city staff and planners, in order to better understand the effects within the 
neighborhoods.  
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
Make sure you have a safe travel plan for all involved, consult schools and daycares, remember 
to stay alert, stay safe, be kind and respectful. 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Dominik Janelle –Councilor Candidate Ward 24 
Kanata North 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
Yes, I do support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa school zones. Our 
sole ASE Camera for Barrhaven East is on Longfields Drive within the vicinity of 3 schools. With 
two more ASE cameras currently planned for Ward 24, it's imperative that not only do school 
zones get ASE coverage, but high risk traffic and speeding zones throughout our city. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
It is definitely worth planning to achieve Vision Zero for our city in consultation with City 
Planners, but leaning to be more realistic rather than idealistic and ambitious in this approach 
for a strong, concrete plan as well. 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
Following consultation with City Planners as well as securing funding first, with these conditions 
in mind I would support a pilot of a localized School Street program before implementing it City 
Wide and struggling with logistical support. 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
Always exercise due diligence when using travel modes, this is same for driving Cars, Bikes, 
Walking, Public Transit, and any method of transportation. 
Plus, if you walk, and bike more, it makes Leg Day easier! :) 
 
 
 

  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Donna Blackburn – OCDSB Trustee Candidate 
Zone 3 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
D.B. “I also support more automated speed enforcement and more speed enforcement is 
necessary.  I have expressed my concerns about traffic around schools often. I have been 
advocating for more police officers to enforce traffic violations.” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
No comment on Vision Zero 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
D.B. “I am currently serving my second year as the President of the Ottawa Student 
Transportation Authority so am very familiar with transportation and active transportation. I 
support the idea of school streets.  I also would like to try walking school buses again.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
No comment provided 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Cameron Bonesso – OCSB Trustee Candidate 
Zone 10 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
C.B. “In Zone 10, all of the five brick and mortar schools are located in either urban or residential 
neighbourhoods which highlights the need for automated speed enforcement. I support the 
adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) in line with the city’s existing ASE program; 
especially on the corner of Booth Street and Gladstone Avenue where St. Anthony School is 
located.” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
C.B. “Ecology Ottawa’s Vision Zero is an ambitious plan that has several good points that should 
be considered in the city’s transportation master plan. While I support reducing the speed limit 
to 30 km/h in school zones during the hours of 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, I do not support a blanket 
speed reduction strategy in all residential areas. Vision Zero is something that will need to be 
seriously considered by city councillors in consultation with the community at large during the 
next term.” 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
C.B. “Yes – I’m inclined to support a pilot School Street program in Ottawa. I think that a School 
Street could be beneficial for schools situated within residential neighbourhoods, however the 
implementation of a School Street on a busy street during rush hour could cause unintended 
congestion in an already busy downtown. It’s my position that the implementation of School 
Streets should be examined on a school-by-school basis.” 

 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
C.B. “As a student myself not so long ago, walking has always been my go to way to get to 
school (and I walked for over 50 minutes one way, every day to get there!). Encouraging more 
physical activity amongst families is something that I strongly support. I also recognize that for 
students that live farther away from their school, walking or biking may not be feasible. If 
elected as Ottawa Catholic School Board (OCSB) Trustee for Zone 10, I am committed to building 
better drop off zones and working with the Ottawa Student Transportation Authority (OSTA) to 
improve bus service for all students.” 
 
  



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Dr Nili Kaplan-Myrth – OCDSB Trustee 
Candidate Zone 9 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
I absolutely support automated speed enforcement in school zones throughout the city. We 
should do EVERYTHING we can to ensure that children and youth can safely navigate their 
neighbourhoods, on foot, on bicycle, on scooters. I can recall very clearly as a parent the first 
day that each of my three children walked to and from school on their own. We had walked the 
route together countless times, hand in hand, sometimes with a group of their friends in tow, 
sometimes our youngest in our oversize stroller, with everyone else’s backpacks piled on the 
roof. As each of our children became confident that they could walk on their own, at different 
ages, off they went.  I knew they’d be fine with navigation. I knew they’d stay focused on the 
task of getting to school, they’d look both ways before crossing, they’d exercise caution at stop 
signs and traffic lights. The school crossing guards knew the children by name, so at the 
intersections where there were crossing guards, I knew they’d be alright. As a parent, what I 
worried about was the traffic. Adults, rushing by in their cars, who would run through stop 
signs, run red lights, turn without looking for a little person on the curb. Would automated 
speed enforcement in Ottawa school zones and day care zones help to slow down traffic? Most 
likely, yes. Apparently, City of Ottawa reports thousands of injuries due to speeding, aggressive 
driving, red-light running. Automated speed enforcement, however, results in a 200 per cent 
increase in compliance with the speed limit. There are already speed cameras on Alta Vista 
Drive, Smyth Road, St Laurent Boulevard, to help with speeds around schools in Alta Vista, and 
in other areas of the city. When we slow down traffic, it means that more children, youth, and 
families can safely get to/from school safely. Any reduction in injuries and deaths from vehicles 
hitting pedestrians and cyclists far outweighs the inconvenience, to drivers, of having to obey 
speed limits. 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
We should encourage children and youth to get to school in the healthiest (and most 
environmentally responsible) way, with active transportation. I wholeheartedly agree with the 
commitment to “Vision Zero,” that the City of Ottawa should do everything within its scope to 
ensure that children, youth, and their families can get to/from school safely. Automated speed 
enforcement is one tool to slow traffic, but it is not the only solution. We need better bicycle 
lanes, we need speed calming devices such as tree planters and flexible posts, “slow down for 
us” signs, and speed humps. My children were fortunate, never injured on their journey to/from 
school. My best friend’s son, however, was hit at the corner of Bank St and Catherine by a car on 
his way home from his middle-school, Glashan Public School, while he was crossing at a green 
light and a driver turned left from Bank St onto Catherine St. According to the City of Ottawa, 
approx. 60 percent of Ottawa traffic injuries occur at intersections. Our goal should be to 
prevent all injuries, and deaths.     
  



 
 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
I love that cities across Canada have partnered on the Ontario School Streets project. I fully 
support the goal of encouraging students, caregivers, and educators to travel to school in the 
healthiest, most environmentally friendly way. My understanding is that School Streets limit the 
traffic on the street in front of schools, to prioritize space for walking, cycling, rolling to school. I 
would support a pilot city-wide School Street program in Ottawa, as long as we ensure that 
there are accommodations made for families and educators with disabilities. We must consider, 
in the program plans, that there are people who require accessible routes, to be able to drive up 
to the door of a school. People with disabilities should be involved, from the ground up, to avoid 
any barriers to them in the design of the School Street program. The other consideration is 
families that travel across boundaries, coming from other neighbourhoods for specific school 
programs. Many people do not have the ability to get to school on foot, bicycle, or 
scooter/rolling. When driving is a necessary mode of transportation, designated areas for drop 
off/pick up of students is important. Those areas can be nearby or adjacent to a School Streets 
zone, encouraging children to walk part of their route.    
 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
From a health standpoint, walking, cycling, or rolling to school means that people are more 
physically active. That is so important in the context of our otherwise sedentary lives. Children 
(and adults) do not physically exert themselves nearly as much as they did in the past. We all 
grew up playing at the park or running around the neighbourhood. For our children, that was 
supplanted by screen time and sedentary activities. Surveys of sedentary behaviour across 
Canada found that the majority of us spend our days sitting, lying, reclining, engaged in passive 
travel (being driven to school by car), and pursuing leisure time on computers and electronic 
devices. Sedentary behaviour is a risk factor for chronic illnesses such as diabetes and 
cardiovascular disease, and it increases risk of depression, social isolation. Walking, cycling, or 
rolling to school is an excellent way for a child or family to get 20-30 minutes of physical activity 
each day. Active transportation also encourages interaction and connection between 
community members – outdoors, across generations – to bring together people in a way that 
that simply cannot happen when children are shuttled to school individually by their caregivers. 
 
 



 
 

School Active Transportation Survey – Response 
from Peter Heyck – OCDSB Trustee Candidate Zone 
12 
 
 
 
Question 1: Will you support wider adoption of Automated Speed Enforcement in Ottawa 
school zones?   
 
“Yes” 
 
Question 2:  Will you support the city of Ottawa making a commitment to a Vision Zero, along 
with a clear path on how to achieve it?  
 
“Yes. We can help to achieve this by implementing zoning changes, and by the introduction of 
physical traffic calming measures such as speed bumps and other fixed and non-fixed objects on 
select streets.” 

 
Question 3:  Will you support a pilot of a city wide School Street program in Ottawa, along with 
any funding required for implementation?   
 
“Yes. I support an increase in funding to hire additional staff in order to adopt the School Street 
pilot project.” 
 
Question 4: What message would you like to share on encouraging students and parents on 
using travel modes that are active, safe, and sustainable? 
 
“We need to adopt policies that would require support from all levels of government, such 
as the "15-minute city" concept, that allow for the safe, sustainable, and active use of public 
transit, cycling, and walking. The "15-minute city" plan benefits students, parents AND 
teachers.” 
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